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Overview of Data

• Data source – CDC Wisqars Mortality, 
2001-2005

• Montana has one of the highest injury 
rates in the nation

• Unintentional Injury is the leading cause of 
death for Montanans age 1-44 years
– The fifth leading cause for all ages





Fatal Injury Rate* on 11 Western 
States, 2001-2005

• US – 57 per 100,000

• MT – 80 per 100,000
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Fatal Injury Rate* by Intent of Injury, 
All Ages, US and MT, 
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MT 43% Higher

MT 35% Higher
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#1 Cause
of Unintentional Injury

in MT for all ages is 
Motor Vehicle Crashes! 





All ages



Age <1



Age 1-4



Age 5-9



Age 10-14



Age 15-24



Age 25-34



Age 35 - 44



Age 45-54



Age 55-64



Age 65+



Let’s take a closer look.…..

• Motor Vehicle
• Poison
• Fall
• Other land-transport (atv, snowmobile, non-traffic 

motorcycle, animal-ridden)

• Other transport (watercraft, aircraft)

• Drowning



MT Leading Causes of Fatal Unintentional 
Injury, 2001-2005, N= 2569
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Fatal Injury Rate* for Unintentional Motor 
Vehicle Traffic, All Ages, MT and US, 2001 - 
2005

•US – 14.8
•MT – 24.6
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Fatal Injury Rate* for Unintentional Motor 
Vehicle Traffic, All Ages, 2001 - 2005   
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Fatal Injury Rate* for Unintentional 
Poisoning, all ages, MT and US, 2001 – 
2005

•US – 6.6
•MT – 5.6
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Fatal Injury Rate* for Unintentional 
Poisoning, All Ages, 2001 - 2005

US
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Fatal Injury Rate* for Unintentional Falls, all 
ages, MT and US, 2001 – 2005

• US – 6
• MT – 11

6

11

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

A
ge

 A
dj

us
te

d 
pe

r 
10

0,
00

0

US MT

* Age-adjusted



Fatal Injury Rate* for Unintentional Falls, 
Age 65+, 2001-2005
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Fatal Injury Rate* for Drowning, by age, MT 
and US, 2001 – 2005

All ages
• US – 1. 2
• MT – 1.5

Age 0-9
• US – 1.7
• MT – 1.9
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Fatal Injury Rate* for Unintentional Other 
Transport, all ages, MT and US, 2001 – 
2005

• US – 0.4
• MT – 1.3
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Fatal Injury Rate* for Unintentional Other 
Land Transport, all ages, MT and US, 2001 
– 2005

• US – 0.5
• MT – 1.1
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Data Limitations

• Mortality data only 
• Morbidity data unavailable 

or incomplete Death 
Data

Hospital Discharge Data

Emergency Department Discharge Data 

Tip of the Iceberg



MT Data Summary
• Unintentional Injuries are the leading cause of 

death for ages 1-44 years
• Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of 

unintentional injury for all ages and highest 
among ages 10-34 years

• Falls are the leading cause of death for ages 65 
years and older

• Accidental poisoning is highest among ages 25- 
54 years

• Drowning is highest for ages 1-4 and 5-9 years
• ATV injury death is highest for ages 5-9 years
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